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SOMERS CSD  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
11/24/20 MEETING MINUTES 
ZOOM VIDEO-CONFERENCE 

 
Members Present 
Lindsay Portnoy, President 
Heidi Cambareri, Vice President  
Ifay Chang, Trustee 
Joseph Marra, Trustee  
Michael D’Anna, Trustee 
MaryRose Joseph, Trustee – arrived at 6:08 pm 
Chadwick Olsen, Trustee – left at 8:12 pm 
 

Members Absent 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER  

President Lindsay Portnoy called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent, Mr. Kenneth Crowley, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business; Matthew Carr, Director of Human Resources and Student Svcs. 
 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education goes into Executive Session to discuss student matters and the 
employment history of particular persons. 

 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Michael D’Anna VOTE 6-0 TIME 6:01 pm 

 
3. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education returns to Public Session. 
 

MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Heidi Cambareri VOTE 7-0 TIME 6:51 pm 
 

ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent; Kenneth Crowley, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business; Matthew Carr, Director of Human Resources and Student Svcs; Kevin Guidotti, Director of Learning; 
Claire Comerford, Assistant Director of Learning; Stacey Elconin, Director of Special Services; Nancy Corrado, 
District Clerk; members of the staff, media and community.   

 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

President Portnoy led those present with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:02 pm.   
 
5.  STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT 

Student Council President Naoko Todo reported.  Fall season completed, cross country girls team did well at the 
PNW Regional invitational, congrats also to varsity boys team who finished undefeated, and in tennis, Chloe 
Monachelli won girls’ single, girls soccer won the PNW tournament – 272 students participated in fall sports.  The 
counseling mental health team is wrapping up presentations, all families encouraged to view this info located on 

This meeting was held in accordance with Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order 202 relating to the COVID-19 emergency.  
Until further notice, the Board will conduct its meetings by video or telephone conference.  In-person attendance will not be 
permitted.  This meeting has been recorded and posted on the district website.   
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the website under the SHS Counseling Dept.  Juniors and parents keep eye out for the upcoming college night for 
Juniors on Dec. 3rd.    Seniors recently had a pumpkin painting event, in place of annual senior photo, had a drone 
photo in which all seniors lined up in shape of the number 21.  Spirit month has ended in a somewhat unfamiliar 
environment, hoping to better adapt for student life to get better.     

 
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS – AGENDA ITEMS 

Jill Schantz asked the Board about keeping schools open and if any thought was given to a no-lunch option for 
students so that the day can end earlier.  Michael Coughlin thanked Dr. Blanch and the Board all that’s been done 
in this pandemic.  Mr. Coughlin addressed a concern about the imbalance of remote learning due to required 
closures and asked when this would be adjusted.  Dr. Blanch acknowledged adjustments may need to be made and 
explained the challenge of the 14-day quarantine period that is required, and stated the district is monitoring 
closely. 

 
7. CENTRAL OFFICE REPORT 

A. Transportation Update 
Nate Spence gave a transportation update, discussed some of the task force recommendations and safety 
improvements and systems in place.  Mr. Spence also discussed the COVID safety measures on the buses and 
bus ridership.  Discussion took place.   
 

B. Energy Performance Contract 
Chris Platania gave a brief overview of where we are with the energy performance contract.  Issued the RFP 
beginning of November, had kick off meeting and since then have begun to schedule building visits with 
ESCOs doing energy audits.  Once completed, ECG will review all proposals and come back with Somers 
specific data.  Discussion took place.   
 

8. BOARD DISCUSSION 
A. Keep School Open Resolution 

Dr. Blanch discussed the anticipated requirements if the school were to be designated a yellow zone, financial 
implications, testing requirements.  There’s an advocacy letter the community can send plus a resolution for 
the Board to act on.  Vice President Heidi Cambareri reiterated this.  Trustee Chad Olsen added that there’s 
inconsistency with travel policy and asked if district would feel safe to follow the travel policy with our staff 
to keep our students in school.  Dr. Blanch stated we need to follow the DOH guidelines, district is still 
mandated to follow the 14-day quarantine rule.  Dr. Blanch expressed concern about the two-week window 
where we would need to test 20% of our population, concern as to how we pull this off, having enough tests 
etc.  Board asked about financial implication.  Dr. Blanch explained the district would need to bring in 
personnel to do data entry and support our nurses.  Discussion took place. 
 

B. Policy Committee Meeting Update 
Vice President Heidi Cambareri discussed the policies the Committee discussed.  Some policies are up for a 
first reading tonight and some are coming later in the year.  This year, the Committee will mostly go through 
the oldest and continue to do updates, and next year will begin starting reviewing a third of the policy manual 
per year. 

 
9. FINANCIAL REPORTS 

A. Warrant Reports, Statement of Revenues, Treasurer’s Report, Budget Status Report 
President Lindsay Portnoy acknowledged receipt of reports. 

 
10. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, having received copies of minutes of the meeting of 10/27/20 and 
11/10/20 hereby approves same. 
 

MOVED Heidi Cambareri SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 6-0 
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11. BOARD ACTION: 

A. Personnel 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby 
approves the attached Personnel Agenda. 
 

MOVED Michael D’Anna SECONDED Heidi Cambareri VOTE 6-0 
 

C. CSE/CPSE Meeting Recommendations 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, having received copies of recommendations of the meetings as 
listed on the attached memo, hereby approves same. (The cost for these services are contained/budgeted in the 
2020/21 budget.) 

 
MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Joseph Marra VOTE 6-0 
 

D. Business 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby 
approves the attached Business Agenda. 
 
MOVED Heidi Cambareri SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 6-0 

Ken Crowley discussed the agenda items. 
 

E. COVID Testing – Keep School Buildings Open 
Whereas school buildings in New York State were permitted to reopen in fall 2020 when state-wide positivity 
rates were well below the 5% marker set by the Governor if school districts fulfilled the COVID-19 guidance of 
the NYS Department of Health and Education Department; and 
Whereas NYS COVID-19 community positivity rates have been climbing in November 2020, and surveillance 
testing is one mechanism used to track viral spread and help maintain the health and safety of our school 
communities; and 
Whereas under the Governor’s Micro-Cluster Initiative, school-based random surveillance testing is mandated 
to keep school buildings open for in person learning; and 
Whereas public school districts have faced exceptional burdens on finances and administrative and faculty time 
and effort to ensure the health, safety, and ongoing education of the young people of our state; and 
Whereas schools in locations where community transmission rates have resulted in the designation of a micro-
cluster zone are not set up from a financial, logistical or regulatory perspective to take on the added burden of 
random surveillance testing; and 
Whereas county departments of health are currently overwhelmed in coordinating the community-wide COVID-
19 pandemic; and 
Whereas rapid antigen tests provided by the state to some school districts have been determined by public health 
professionals to be insufficiently accurate to permit a negative rapid test to clear individuals to re-enter school 
buildings, necessitating a further round of testing that may require administration by medical personnel; and 
Whereas school districts may desire to achieve the regulatory ability to pursue surveillance testing within their 
schools, either as a district or working with an outside medical partner;  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that: 
The Board of Education of the Somers Central School District calls upon New York State leaders to ensure that 
public school districts receive the financial, logistical and regulatory support to undertake mandated or Board-
approved COVID-19 surveillance testing of students, faculty and staff, to ensure that school districts are not 
forced to keep school buildings closed due to lack of resources to ensure the safety of students and adults in 
school buildings. 
The Board of Education directs the District Clerk to send a copy of this resolution to the appropriate government 
officials. 
 
MOVED Heidi Cambareri SECONDED Joseph Marra VOTE 6-0 
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F. TEAM Tuskers Mentoring Volunteers 2020/21 
RESOLVED, that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board of Education of the 
Somers Central School District, does hereby appoint the below-listed volunteers assigned as mentors and/or 
committee members for the District’s TEAM Tuskers Mentoring Program for the 2020/21 school year: Melissa 
Marini, Barbara Marino, Cesar Callan. 
 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 6-0 

 
12. POLICIES 

A. Policies – First Reading and Adoption 
RESOLVED, that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board of Education of the 
Somers Central School District, does hereby accept the following policies for a first reading and adoption:  
5460 & 5460R - (Policy and Reg) Suspected Child Abuse in the Domestic Setting REVISED 
9620 & 9620E - (Policy and Exhibit) Child Abuse in Educational Setting NEW 

 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Heidi Cambareri VOTE 6-0 

 
B. Policies – First Reading 

RESOLVED, that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board of Education of the 
Somers Central School District, does hereby accept the following policies for a first reading: 
4321 - Programs for Students w/Disabilities Under IDEA and Article 89 (Revised) 
4321.1 - Provision of Special Ed Services in the Least Restrictive Environment (New) 
4321.2 - School-Wide Pre-Referral Approaches and Interventions (New) 
4321.3 - Allocation of Space for Special Education Programs and Students (Revised) 
4321.5 - Confidentiality and Access to IEP, IE Svcs Programs and Service Plans (Revised) 
4321.6 - Availability of Alternative Format Instructional Materials for Students w/Disabilities (New) 
4321.7 - Districtwide and Statewide Assessments of Students with Disabilities (New) 
4321.9 - Declassification of Students with Disabilities (New) 
4321.11 - Public Report on Revisions to District Policies, Practices etc. (New) 
4321.13 - Preschool Special Education (New) 
4321.14 - Special Education Personnel (New) 
 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 6-0 

 
13. PUBLIC COMMENT – GENERAL 

Ema Vala expressed concerned about the windows on the buses not being open and if buses can be checked every 
morning.    
 

14. BOARD MEMBERS COMMENTS 
Trustee Ifay Chang commented on COVID affecting everyone and suggested that if everyone  keeps track of their 
social activities, it will be helpful.  Trustee MaryRose Joseph expressed appreciation that Dr. Blanch is looking at 
the different levels and needs of our students.  Mrs. Joseph also commended Transportation Supervisor Nate 
Spence for his responsible actions and responsiveness.  Trustee Joe Marra complimented Dr. Blanch and the 
administrative team for the work done to keep our students in school to the extent we have, and also commended 
Mr. Spence for the good job he’s doing.  Trustee Michael D’Anna agreed and thankful for the amount of in person 
learning so far, it’s a testament to the planning done and sticking to the protocols.  Vice President Heidi Cambareri 
echoed everyone’s sentiment, is pleased with the Transportation report and all the good work.  Mrs. Cambareri is 
thrilled that we’ve been able to keep school open and things are working well,  plus our kids and teachers have 
been safe so far.  Mrs. Cambareri encouraged all to be cautious and be responsible and keep in mind the greater 
good of the entire community.  President Lindsay Portnoy thanked Dr. Blanch for the ongoing communication, 
especially with 2020 being a very difficult year.  Dr. Portnoy thanked parents who share their concern, thanked the 
teachers, staff and administration.  Dr. Portnoy thanked everyone for taking the feedback given, accepting the 
questions, criticisms and complaints, and realizing these are coming out of fear.  Dr. Portnoy wished everyone a  
Happy Thanksgiving. 



 

5 

SCSD Board of Education Minutes 11/24/20 

 
 

15. SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS 
Dr. Blanch thanked the Board for the recognition.  Dr. Blanch reported that he has visited several classrooms, and 
he’s proud to be a member of the Somers team, we’re learning every day.  Dr. Blanch mentioned we’re continuing 
to look at our eLearning schedules should we need to go to full eLearning schedule.  The rebalancing is really for 
our 7-12 grades.  After the holiday break, and we see what happens in our county, Dr. Blanch believes we will 
have a better idea what our schedules will look like.  Dr. Blanch noted the size of the quarantine is what’s taking 
us down, especially challenging at the high school.  Dr. Blanch wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving, and 
expressed gratitude for many things, especially our community which has helped us tamper this virus down.         
Dr. Blanch thanked the Board for recognizing our faculty, staff and administrative team. 
 

16. ADJOURNMENT 
RESOLVED, that this regular Meeting of the Board of Education be adjourned.   

 
MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Joseph Marra VOTE 6-0 TIME 9:05 pm 

 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  
        Nancy Corrado 
        Clerk of the Board of Education 
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